Mass Screening Ovarian Cancer Diagnostic Would Boost Survival Rates, UK
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HealthLinx Limited (ASX:HTX), has reached an
agreement with The University of Liverpool (UK) to
in-license additional patented biomarker
technology and antibodies that has shown efficacy
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HealthLinx and The University of Liverpool (UK)
have been jointly developing this technology over
the past twelve months which has potential to be
the world's first commercially available,
multi-marker early stage ovarian cancer
diagnostic. Preliminary studies indicate detection
of early stage ovarian cancer (grade | & Il) and
discrimination between the two major types of
ovarian cancer (mucinous and serous tumors). No
product with either of these benefits is available in
the world today.

I
HealthLinx announced on 15 November the phase
Il biomarker results for its first generation OvPlex
panel with an increase in diagnostic efficiency of
ovarian cancer by greater than 15 percent
compared to CA125.
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"We announced last week that our first generation
OvPlex panel will be made available to the
Australian market in Q2 2008 by our partner ARL
Pathology and in the announcement we also
discussed that as a company we will strive to develop a test to detect the disease at the early stages where it
is treatable and survival rates will be significantly increased," said Mr Nick Gatsios, Managing Director of
HealthLinx.

>> rate this article

"This biomarker has shown efficacy in detecting the disease at the early stages and will form the foundation of
the 2nd generation OvPlex panel (ovarian cancer diagnostic). More importantly, once this panel has been
designed and validated, the company will be aiming to introduce the product into the market through its
partners as a '‘community based screening test."

HealthLinx's second generation ovarian cancer diagnostic (OvPlex 2G) is being designed to detect early stage
ovarian cancer, identify tumour type and be efficient for community-base screening. This diagnostic will be
based on a particular compound called HTX-005 that is present in ovarian cancer samples and has
demonstrated high sensitivity and specificity in detecting grade | and Il ovarian cancer and discriminating
tumour type.

HealthLinx will proceed with a phase 1 trial on its OvPlex 2G panel in mid 2008 and plans to then proceed with
a phase Il biomarker trial in late 2008.

HealthLinx specialises in ovarian cancer biomarker diagnostics. Biomarkers are specific proteins that circulate
in the body that can be used to detect disease, measure disease or the effects of treatment. The technology
used will rely on a simple blood test.

Global sales of the current late stage diagnostic are about US$250 million per annum and growing at over 5%
per annum.

About HealthLinx Limited (ASX:HTX)

HealthLinx uses biomarkers to develop best practice diagnostics that detect and monitor diseases. First
commercial targets are:

- Ovarian cancer diagnostic (OvPlex) targeting US$250m pa market; and

- Pregnancy diagnostic. This would be used in a woman's first prenatal visit to identify whether she is at high
risk of having complications during pregnancy. Currently there is no product on the market which identifies
complications in early stages of pregnancy.

A biomarker is a specific biochemical in the body that is used to measure progress of disease or the effects of
treatment.

Article Also Appears In
Cancer / Oncology

News For This Category

Mass Screening Ovarian
Cancer Diagnostic Would
Boost Survival Rates, UK
26 Nov 2007

Scientists Testing New HPV
Vaccine
21 Nov 2007

Post-treatment PET Scans
Can Reassure Cervical
Cancer Patients

21 Nov 2007

View more news...

Ads by Google

Today's Featured Video

ms DAILY™=
Coping with the Holiday Blues

more videos are available in
our health videos section.

Add Your Advert Here

http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/89779.php

2:27 PM



